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PREFACE.

et r—

ON submitting to the public the first
volume of the Transactions of the Medical and
Chirurgical Society, the President and Council,

to whom the management of its affairs is en-
trusted, feel it to be their duty to state the

nature and objects of this Institution, and the
claims which it possesses to professional pa-
tronage.

The want of a Society, founded upon liberal
and independent principles, and conducted
with the propriety/ and dignity which are
worthy of the medical profession, had been
long acknowledged : and a few physicians and
surgeons in the year 1805, held a meeting for
the purpose of censidering the best means by
which it might be obviated. They invited many
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gentlemen of eminence to join them, and
thus a Society was formed, which, they soon
had the satisfaction to see, comprised a very
respectable pogti(")ﬁ'b of the professional rank

5

and talent of the metropolis.

“The present volume is composed of papers
which havé been communicated to thisSociety,
and read at its meetings. - The President and
Council submit it to the consideration of the
medical public, not without the hope, that it
will support the claim of respectablhty and
usefulness, which they are des1rous that it
should possess.

The papers which come before the Society
have necessarily various degrees of value ; and
in considering their merits with a view to pub-
lication, it is wished equally to avoid the ex-
tremes of fastidiousness, and want of diserimi-
nation.  Brilliant discoveries in medicine and
surgery, or the branches connected with' them,
are seldom made ; but the observing.practi-
tioner has various opportunities of improving
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the profession, By attention to the facts
which come daily ‘within his view, and by the
management of the materials which are already
in his possession.

" The varied forms of disease, whether medi-
cal or surgical, and the modes of treatment
which may be found adequate to their remo-
val, are subjects concerning which the Society
necessarily feels the highest interest. Cases
havingr a fatal issue, however, are often not
less instructive than such as terminate favour-
ably. They frequently tend to point out more
accurately the pian to be pursued in the treat-
ment of similar complaints; they afford va-
luable information relative to the probable
causes of failure; and when dissection is per-
mitted, they throw light on the more intimate
nature and modification of the disease.

The operative part of surgery opens a field
of considerable interest and extent, and the
number of gentlemen connected with hespitals
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in London, who are members of the Society,
gives it the prospect of being able to commu-
hicate ‘to the p’ubii'c, some valuable observa-
tions and improvements in thls important
branch.of the plofessmn.

Researches in anatomy, physiology, and
that part of chemistry which is immediately
connected with some of the branches of medi-
cine, are also considered as appmprlate objects
of communication : and likewise &escrlptlons
of such deviations from healthy structure, with
such curious facts in the natural history of
the human body, as occasionally present them-
selves.

The particular periods at which the Medi-
cal and Chirurgical Society may publish its
Transactions, must depend entirely on the
quantity of valuable materials in its possession.
As it is important, however, not to delay too
long the publication of the communications
with which the Society may be favoured, it is
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deemed advisable, rather to publish, within a
moderate period, a small volume, than to wait
till there is sufficient matter to form a large
One.

The reading of such communications as are
presented to the Society, forms one part of its
ordinary business. The interchange of prac-
tical knowledge, in the way of easy conversa~
tion, is the other ; and the President and Coun-
cil have much satisfaction in noticing the im-
portant advantages which have resulted, and
still continue to result, from the oppertunities
which are afforded, in a meeting of liberal
and enlightened professional men, of stating
difficulties, imparting observations, or suggest-
ing improvements in practice. In furthering
this important object, the union of gentlemen
in both branches of the profession, affords a
greater facility of obtaining accurate informa=
tion on many points of practice, than could
have been derived from a Society, composed

of either physicians or surgeons alone. It may
| N
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be proper however to remark, that it does not ‘
at all enter into the plan of this institution, to
suffer its proceedings to assume the form of
debate or disputation. o

~ The formation of a select and extensive
medical library for the use of its members, is
an object of considerable importance with the
Society, and the President and Council ob-
serve with satisfaction, that partly by dona-
tions, and partly by purchase, a considerable
number of valuable works has already been
obtained.

. Having made this general statement, the
President and Council trust, that the honour-
able and dignified objects of the AMedical and
Chirurgical Society, and the independent prin-
ciples on which it was founded, will insure to
Jt the good wishes and co-operation of their
professional brethren, both in and out of the
metropolis. They wish it to be as extensively
useful as possible; and will therefore be glad to
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receive communications on subjectsof medicine
and surgery, or the branches connected with
them, and to insert in its Transactions those
which may be thought worthy of publication.

Communications may be forwarded to the
President or Secretaries, or transmitted
through any other member of the Society.

Medical and Chirurgical Society’s Apartments,
2, Verulam Buildings, Gray’s Inn.

February 28, 1899. ~
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